
LICENSE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
November 3, 2010 – De Pere City Hall   

 
A regular meeting of the License Committee of the City of De Pere was held at 7:00 pm.  
 
ITEM 1.  Committee members present on a roll call were Alderpersons Kevin Bauer, Bob 
Heuvelmans and Bob Wilmet.  Others present:  Police Chief Derek Beiderwieden, Alderpersons 
Dan Robinson & Mike Donovan, Gary Drew, City Attorney Judy Schmidt-Lehman and Clerk-
Treasurer Char Peterson. 
 
ITEM 2.  Alderperson Bauer moved, seconded by Alderperson Heuvelmans, to approve the minutes 
of the October 19, 2010 License Committee meeting.  Upon vote, the minutes were approved on a 
unanimous vote. 
 
ITEM 3.  Applications for Operator Licenses were presented: 

OPERATOR LICENSE APPLICATIONS FOR THE 2010-2012 LICENSING PERIOD 

Item # Name Address City St Zip 

1 AUSTEN, PATRICK J. 221 N. SUPERIOR ST. DE PERE WI 54115

2 BIELINSKI, JILLENE K. 3110 MANITOWOC RD. GREEN BAY WI 54311

3 BOERSMA, CAMERON  814 LONGVIEW AVE. GREEN BAY WI 54301

4 CHASE, AUSTIN R. 1791 GRANT ST., APT. 2 DE PERE WI 54115

5 CHRISTIANSEN, KARI A. 100 GRANT ST., SUITE 337 DE PERE WI 54115

6 ELSEN, MARY L. 3600 SAND ACRES DR. DE PERE WI 54115

7 HRDLICKA, AMY L. 100 GRANT ST., SUITE 890 DE PERE WI 54115

8 LAES, JULIA A. 510 N. 10TH ST., #13 DE PERE WI 54115

9 NICHOLAS, HEATHER K. 234 W. PINE ST. DENMARK WI 54208

10 NORDGARD, ALEXIS W. 2278 HOPF LN. DE PERE WI 54115

11 RICHARDS, LUCAS D. 3037 LINCK CT. GREEN BAY WI 54301

12 STANCZAK, DANIELLE L. 100 GRANT ST., SUITE 1986 DE PERE WI 54115

13 VANDENBERG, BECKY L. 123 1/2 S. BROADWAY ST. DE PERE WI 54115

14 VERDUGO, MELISSA A. 2742 NICOLET DR. GREEN BAY WI 54311

15 WILMET, THERESA A. 915 IRENE ST. GREEN BAY WI 54302
 
Alderperson Heuvelmans moved, seconded by Alderperson Bauer, to recommend to the Common 
Council approving Operator License Applications #1-15 listed above.  Upon discussion and vote, 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
City Attorney Judy Schmidt-Lehman suggested removing the language “List on page 2” from the 
bottom of Page 1 on the Operator License Application to avoid confusion with the information 
requested on Page 2 and there was general consensus from the Committee.   
 
ITEM 4.  The Committee discussed De Pere Municipal Code Section 7-4. View of Interior.  Police 
Chief Derek Beiderwieden stated there are times it is important for police officers to be able to see 
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into a place to see if there are patrons, see if it is open, see if there are violations, or have a strategic 
entry into a dangerous situation like a disorderly or a fight.  Does it happen very often, no but can it 
happen, yes.  There are reasons for having a window.  They have a common sense approach to 
interpreting the ordinance & it’s not that the window must be clear of everything.  That would be 
every sticker and everything that could possibly be in a window.  The way they approach it is if 
they can see in the bar and have a clear view of the bar that’s fine.  That is the way they have 
always interpreted the ordinance.  If there is a beer sign or an open sign and it doesn’t obstruct the 
entire window so they can still see in, that is fine. 
 
In response to the Committee’s question on what other jurisdictions do, Attorney Judy Schmidt-
Lehman stated she did an informal survey & the list was almost half and half with 9 that do require 
it and 10 that don’t.  Those that do have an ordinance are Madison, Beaver Dam, Manitowoc, 
Oshkosh, Rhinelander, Waupaca, Waupun, Wausau and Whitewater.  Those that do not are Eau 
Claire, Green Bay, Hudson, La Crosse, Menasha, Menominee Falls, Oak Creek, Milwaukee, 
Neenah & Appleton.   
 
Alderperson Heuvelmans moved, seconded by Alderperson Bauer, to open the meeting.  Upon vote, 
motion carried unanimously.   
 
Gary Drew, 426 Aloysius Ct, stated he has done some remodeling at his place.  He stated he was 
unaware of this ordinance on View of Interior until an officer walked in and said he couldn’t see in.  
He was informed he couldn’t have that type of material.  He stated it was UV screen.  If anyone 
drives by his place during the day and he turns on the lights there is a UV coating on the windows 
that is standard glass replacement today.  You cannot see in his place whether he has a screen on it 
or not with the UV coating on the window you cannot view the interior of the bar.  That is the way 
the glass coating is now.  He stated he has pictures of Wal-mart’s Liquor Store and you cannot see 
the girl working at the counter.  He doesn’t know which direction to go with it because you can 
clearly see his pool table and if you had to go inside looking through there you can see the people 
inside where they are at but when you drive by in a police car and look through the windows you 
are not going to count 20 people in there and will see some shadows.  His question is does this meet 
the view of interior as the way it’s stated.  He has no beer signs and nothing in the window.  If he 
reads this verbatim per the law, get rid of everything.  He pulled all his screens off.  In response to 
Alderperson Wilmet’s question asking if he was in compliance now, he stated he guessed.  Granted, 
if you go there during the day, he is not in compliance.  There is no way an officer walking in the 
back of his building, he can turn all the lights on inside, with the low e glass coating on the window, 
you can’t see through it.  At night, you can see through it.  This isn’t a day or night issue.  This is a 
24/7 full view of interior.  The only way to have that is to take the window out and put in a normal 
clear glass and that isn’t energy efficient.  He doesn’t know what to do.  He can see the view of 
interior after close.  What was explained to him they don’t want people partying after bar close and 
he doesn’t have a problem with that.  He doesn’t think that has been an issue with him.  He doesn’t 
want a fire starting in his place at 3:30 in the morning and no one sees it where someone driving by 
would see flames or would see someone was breaking in.   
 
Alderperson Wilmet moved, seconded by Alderperson Bauer, to close the meeting.  Upon vote, 
motion carried unanimously.   
 
Alderperson Heuvelmans stated he would like to see the ordinance removed from the books.  
Alderperson Bauer suggested eliminating the ordinance because there are inconsistencies or to 
change the wording.   
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Police Chief Beiderwieden stated he didn’t believe this was a violation of a window tinting.  It was 
the screens having a material on it when the windows were open and you couldn’t see in.  It had 
nothing to do with low e grade glass. 
 
Alderperson Wilmet stated he would like to refer this to the City Attorney to reword the ordinance.  
Alderperson Bauer asked what is being looked for in “full and complete view”. 
 
Alderperson Heuvelmans moved, seconded by Alderperson Bauer, to open the meeting.  Upon vote, 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Gary Drew, 426 Aloysius Ct, stated we are dealing with entrepreneur owners.  He needs to keep the 
patrons happy.  He doesn’t care about after the bar closes.  Pizza Hut closes the blinds to make their 
customers happy.  They close the blinds when people are eating & blinds need to be closed.   
 
The Committee asked City Attorney Judy Schmidt-Lehman to look at other municipalities’ 
language and bring the information to the Finance/Personnel meeting. 
 
Alderperson Wilmet moved, seconded by Alderperson Heuvelmans to close the meeting.  Upon 
vote, motion carried unanimously.   
 
Alderperson Heuvelmans moved, to recommend to Finance/Personnel Committee to eliminate this 
ordinance.  The motion died for lack of a second.   
 
Alderperson Wilmet moved, seconded by Alderperson Bauer, to recommend to the 
Finance/Personnel Committee to work with the City Attorney to amend the ordinance to be clearer 
and promote more uniform enforcement.  Upon vote, motion carried with 2 ayes and 1 nay.  
Alderperson Heuvelmans voted nay; all others voted aye. 
 
ITEM 5.   Public Comment Period and Other Announcements:  None.  
 
Alderperson Wilmet moved, seconded by Alderperson Bauer, to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 pm.  
Motion carried unanimously.  The next License Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
November 16, 2010. 

  
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Charlene M. Peterson 
Clerk-Treasurer  


